
Reception 

The children will listen to stories about the events which 

led up to Easter.  They will begin to sequence the events 

of Holy Week to help them to understand what       

happened and when. They will learn that Jesus died for 

us and we make the Sign of the Cross to remember him 

and what he did. 

 

Help at Home 

 Talk about the different important days of Holy 

Week and what happened on each one. 

 Read a different story from each day of Holy Week 

each night and draw a symbol of the story on a 

timeline. 

Year 1 

In Year 1, the children will learn about the events of Holy Week 

in more detail. They will explore all the things that Jesus did for 

us. They will learn about the importance of the Last Supper and 

the Stations of the Cross. They will also make connections     

between the events of Holy Week and the prayer life of the 

Church. They will learn that Jesus gave himself freely to save us. 

At the Last Supper he makes present his life, death and resurrec-

tion. 

 

Help At Home  

 Look at the stations of the cross in your local church and 

talk about what is happening in each one. 

 Read a different story from each 

day of Holy Week each night 

and draw a symbol of the story 

on a timeline. 

Year 2 

In this unit the children will learn how the atmosphere 

changed from one of celebration on Palm Sunday, to 

one of darkness and anger on Good Friday. The children 

will explore the key events of Holy Week through art-

work and drama and think about how those close to 

Jesus must have felt. They will learn that Jesus suffered, 

died and rose again for us. 

 

Help at home  

 Discuss Holy Week with your child and talk 

about how those closest to Jesus felt on each 

day. 

 Read a different story from each day of Holy 

Week each night and draw a symbol of the story 

on a timeline. 

Year 3 

This unit should support all the other work throughout the year 

for pupils about to make their first Holy Communion. In Year 3 

the children will learn about the importance of the Last Supper 

within the events of Holy Week. They will discover the connection  

between the Last Supper and the Mass. The children will have 

opportunities to discuss, visualise and understand the words and 

actions of Jesus at the Last Supper and look at the words and 

actions of the priest at Mass. 

 

Help at Home  

 Talk to your child about what their views are of some of 

the different people at the Last Supper.  

 Discuss the connection between the Last Supper and the 

Mass with your child and talk about the importance of the 

First Holy Communion. 

This is what your child will learn during the Holy Week unit. 



Year 4 

In this unit, further detail is added to the events of Holy Week 

with a particular focus on the change in mood that occurred 

during the week, from the events of Palm Sunday to the        

crucifixion of Jesus on Good Friday.  The children will  consider 

the role of the Pharisees and the positive role they played in 

Jewish society remembering that it was only ‘some Pharisees’, 

along with other people, who disliked Jesus. The children will 

learn that Jesus died to redeem us from our sins. 

 

Help at Home  

 Talk to your child about a person that they made a    

judgement about and encourage them to see them in a new 

light. 

 Remind your child of the promises they made during their 

first Holy Communion and discuss again the connection 

between the Last Supper and the Mass. 

Year 5 

The unit of Holy Week in 

Year 5 involves the     

children building more 

upon their knowledge of 

the events of Holy Week 

and their importance. 

Their particular focus is on Christ driving the traders from 

the temple and why he did this. Children will have the  

opportunity to explore what part this played in the events 

of Holy Week that followed and what it tells us about   

Jesus. They will learn that the events of Holy Week show 

Jesus fulfilling all aspects of the Father’s will. 

 

Help at Home  

 Talk to your child about what it must have been like 

in the Temple when Jesus turned out all the traders. 

Why was this a shocking event for those there? Was 

Jesus right? 

 Choose one day of Holy Week. Discuss with your 

child what happened on this day and why it is    

important to us as Christians today. 

 

 

Year 6  

In Year 6, the children will revise and further build on their 

understanding of Holy Week, with a particular focus on what 

happened in the Garden of Gethsemane and the denial of   

Peter. They will discover how these events emphasise how   

Jesus fulfilled the will of the Father. They will also consider the 

importance of prayer at all times, but particularly in Holy 

Week.  

 

Help at Home 

 Choose one of Jesus’ followers from Holy Week and do 

some artwork based around them. Add key words to  

describe their feelings throughout the week. 

 Talk to your child about the hymn, “My Soul Is Sad.” 

How is Jesus feeling? Does this fit with the picture we 

often have of Jesus? Why? Why not? 


